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ARTIST PROGRAM 
 

A Program of Favorite Summer Songs 
 

Clairdee, song stylist 
Ken French, pianist 

 
 

ARTIST BIOS 
Clairdee, soulful songstress 
   "This woman can do it all," is how the Los Angeles Daily News describes Clairdee. With her lustrous 
voice, soulful delivery, and scene-stealing charisma, she has honed a repertoire of standards set to state 
of the art arrangements that are equally smart and entertaining. 
   Clairdee's vocal gifts are many. Her soulfully alluring style and rich timbre reveal roots in the gospel 
church. She has an intimate, vulnerable and gentle way with a ballad, yet she can swing or shout at will. 
As a song stylist and interpreter of lyrics, Clairdee is unmatched. She is aware of the meaning and feeling 
behind every phrase. And her finely honed sensibility and old-school attitude about the importance of 
communicating with audiences, is skillfully demonstrated in her gift for putting her own stamp on a song 
while capturing its essence 
   Clairdee is an international touring artist, playing to sold-out houses and garnering rave reviews. 
Besides her engagements as a leader, she performs with symphony pops orchestras and big bands, and 
has worked with acclaimed instrumentalists including Bucky Pizzarelli, Boz Scaggs, Cyrus Chestnut, 
Houston Person, Shelly Berg, Ken Peplowski, and Chuck Redd. And she has opened for numerous 
artists as diverse as David Sanborn, the Count Basie Orchestra, Johnny Mathis, and the late, great Etta 
James 
 
Ken French, music director, pianist, arranger 
   Ken is passionate about jazz, blues, and the rich tradition of American song. With early training in 
classical piano, and university studies in philosophy and music composition, Ken has continued to hone 
his craft for over two decades on world class stages from New York to Tokyo, including the Monterey 
Jazz Festival and Yoshi’s Oakland and San Francisco. Continually inspired by performing with such 
artists as Mary Stallings, John Handy, Mundell Lowe, and Wynton Marsalis, Ken loves to share his 
musical passion through the San Francisco Symphony “Adventures in Music” educational program for 
children, in private teaching, and with his creative arrangements and musical direction while touring with 
international jazz vocalist Clairdee. 
 
 


